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embark on ship-board; and, if any motive could over come their reluctance, it would hardly be the temptation of sailing on a forlorn hope with Benedict Arnold.1 His final care was to get a medical officer for the flag-ship. " I don't think it prudent," (he wrote,) "to go without a surgeon. The surgeon's mate of Colonel St. Glair's regiment has a good box of medicines, and will incline to go with the fleet. I wish he could be sent here, or some one who will answer to kill a man secundum art em. Nothing but a surgeon prevents our proceeding." 2 Colonel St. Clair's doctor declined to come; and in the end Arnold borrowed a case of instruments, and sailed without him. It was his own affair. Until a battle was fought, he himself was the only wounded man on board the squadron. After a battle the chances were ten to one that all the Americans, who did not feed the fishes of Lake Champlain, might have their hurts treated by a surgeon of the Royal Navy in the cock-pit of an English war-ship.
Arnold's amphibious proceedings brought him into many quarrels both on sea and land ; from all of which, at this period of his career, he emerged a victor. The first person with whom he came into collision was, as might easily have been foreseen, the naval officer in charge of the American squadron. Commodore Wyn-koop made a stout fight against the degradation of having to take his orders from an infantry general. " I brought him to reason; " Arnold wrote. " I have given him to understand that, if he did not incline to remain in the service, he would not be compelled to it," There
1  " Sir, I received yours yesterday, and am very much obliged to you for your advice.    As to your complaints of the morals of the people belonging to the Navy, I am now to let you know that I did not enter into the Navy as a divine, and that I am not qualified to give directions in that matter.    The Congress whom I serve have made provision for a chaplain; but to my mortification I have not been able to get a single man to act in that character, although I have applied to many.    If none can be procured, I cannot but condole with you on the depravity of the times." Commodore Hopkins to the Pastor of the First Congregational Church at Newport; October 1776.
2 Arnold to Gates j  August 23, 1776.